DISGRACE  ABOUNDING

squeezed out. What, In the name of import and export, does your
Prime Minister mean when he says, *We have no wish to exclude
Germany from these countries or economically to encircle her'.

This is as if the man who owns the little sweet-shop near
Selfridge's were to say to Mr. Gordon Sclfridge, *Sir, be of good
cheer, I have no wish to exclude you or economically to encircle
you'.

The point is that British traders cannot compete in the Danubian
and Balkan countries, can no longer get the small share of trade
they used to have, because the methods used by Germany make
competition impossible. Not German trade, but British trade,
is being squeezed out It is not very big, but it all tells* Just as the
British newspaper correspondents arc having to give up the con-
test, so are British business men in these countries wondering
where they can move to next, so are the Commercial Secretaries
at British Legations shaking despondent heads and making
despondent reports, so are the British representatives on inter-
national commissions casting about for a new career, like the
League officials at Geneva. These are all Englishmen, and this is
only the beginning of a process.

One clay, in the House of Commons, Mr, R* S, Hudson, of your
Department of Overseas Trade, said:

Germany was not discriminating against British goods in
Germany, Our complaint was that Germany was by her
methods destroying trade throughout the world,

That is much nearer to the truth thga;

We have no wish to bolt the door against German trade.
Proceeding, Mr. Hudson said:

It is difficult to get exact information of the way things are
done, but in Central and South-Eastern Europe the basis of
Germany*s hold is that they pay to the producer much more
than the world price. They obviously do that at the expanse
of their own^people* It is a matter for the German Govern-
ment how tHey treat their own people, but it does affect w.
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